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Gareau and Nog&l Chabanel, who had newly come to
our assistance. Their arrival consoled us exceed-
ingly in our regret for our recent loss of Father
Bressany, who had fallen into the hands of the Hiro-
quois. [142] This band was escorted by the troops
which Monsieur de Montmagny, our Governor, sent
us most opportunely, not only for the preservation
of the poor Hurons, who ran a great risk of also fall-
ing into the ambushes of the enemies, but still more
for strengthening this Country, which was threat-
ened this Winter with the sight of a Hiroquois army
coming to ravage their villages, bringing with it
general desolation, and wasting everything with fire
and sword. But the arrival of this relief made them
alter their plans. And if this same escort of French
Soldiers, which is about to return, in order to accom-
pany the Hurons who are going down the river,
reach Kebec as safely as they came up last year,
Heaven will have fully blessed all the designs of
Monsieur our Governor. In any case, I pray God
ever to preserve for New France a person who should
be so precious to us; for I do not think that, in the
nine years during which he has had the Government
of it, any one could have acted with more zeal than
he has displayed, with more disinterested prudence,
with more [143] strength of mind, and with a more
truly Christian courage, amid the almost insurmount-
able difficulties that have been encountered, and
that would have discouraged a heart less firm than
his.

But to return to our subject, and to tell your Rev-
erence my sentiments respecting the conversion of
this country, I may frankly confess that, if we had
to judge the establishment of the Faith in these



